


Your presence here tonight serves as a testament to theYour presence here tonight serves as a testament to the
power of recovery. For thirty-five years Exponents haspower of recovery. For thirty-five years Exponents has
pioneered compassionate, client-centered care thatpioneered compassionate, client-centered care that
transforms lives and empowers each participant to taketransforms lives and empowers each participant to take
control of their recovery from addiction, stigma, andcontrol of their recovery from addiction, stigma, and
economic insecurities. Your generosity will alloweconomic insecurities. Your generosity will allow
Exponents to continue its mission to improve health,Exponents to continue its mission to improve health,
ignite hope, and expand our reach in the communitiesignite hope, and expand our reach in the communities
we serve. On behalf of the Board of Directors, Exponentswe serve. On behalf of the Board of Directors, Exponents
family, and, especially the dynamic individuals we servefamily, and, especially the dynamic individuals we serve
-we thank you.-we thank you.  



  This Award recognizes a trailblazing thought leader for their career of serviceThis Award recognizes a trailblazing thought leader for their career of service
to the underserved communities of New York City. This year, we are honored toto the underserved communities of New York City. This year, we are honored to
recognize John Tavolacci, EVP and Chief Operating Officer of Odyssey House.recognize John Tavolacci, EVP and Chief Operating Officer of Odyssey House.

For more than three decades, John has worked in addiction treatment and hasFor more than three decades, John has worked in addiction treatment and has
actively participated in advocacy efforts at the city, state, and federal levels. Hisactively participated in advocacy efforts at the city, state, and federal levels. His
innovative approach to addiction treatment led to the creation of “Run for Yourinnovative approach to addiction treatment led to the creation of “Run for Your
Life,” a fitness program integrated into rehabilitation. The program trainsLife,” a fitness program integrated into rehabilitation. The program trains
Odyssey House residents to become runners, participating in various charityOdyssey House residents to become runners, participating in various charity
races throughout the year and culminating in the New York City marathon. Weraces throughout the year and culminating in the New York City marathon. We
are exceedingly proud to present him with our Innovative Leadership Award.are exceedingly proud to present him with our Innovative Leadership Award.  



  The Exponents Exemplary Social Justice Award is a new category thatThe Exponents Exemplary Social Justice Award is a new category that
recognizes a proactive leader for their career of frontline advocacy for therecognizes a proactive leader for their career of frontline advocacy for the
underserved communities of New York City. This year we honor, Julio Medina,underserved communities of New York City. This year we honor, Julio Medina,
Founder, President & CEO of Exodus Transitional Community.Founder, President & CEO of Exodus Transitional Community.

While serving his own 12-year prison sentence, Julio witnessed the profoundWhile serving his own 12-year prison sentence, Julio witnessed the profound
pain of his peers and their intense desire to transform their lives. The creation ofpain of his peers and their intense desire to transform their lives. The creation of
Exodus represents Julio’s commitment to other incarcerated individuals, hisExodus represents Julio’s commitment to other incarcerated individuals, his
community, and faith. His accomplishments have been featured in the New Yorkcommunity, and faith. His accomplishments have been featured in the New York
Times, the Economist, C-Span, the Daily News and more, speaking to the powerTimes, the Economist, C-Span, the Daily News and more, speaking to the power
of transformation. We are honored to present him with our Exemplary Socialof transformation. We are honored to present him with our Exemplary Social
Justice Award.Justice Award.



Exponents is honored to recognize Gilead Sciences, Inc and its longstanding relationshipExponents is honored to recognize Gilead Sciences, Inc and its longstanding relationship
with our agency. Founded by Michael L. Riordan, Gilead Sciences is a pioneer of virologywith our agency. Founded by Michael L. Riordan, Gilead Sciences is a pioneer of virology
medicines making a significant impact in oncology, advances in HIV treatment andmedicines making a significant impact in oncology, advances in HIV treatment and
prevention, and delivering innovations once thought impossible in medicine.prevention, and delivering innovations once thought impossible in medicine.

George B. Gates is the Executive Community Liaison for the Manhattan district of GileadGeorge B. Gates is the Executive Community Liaison for the Manhattan district of Gilead
Sciences. George has over three decades of experience in community health educationSciences. George has over three decades of experience in community health education
championing the LGBTQ and minority populations, and advocating for HIV awareness andchampioning the LGBTQ and minority populations, and advocating for HIV awareness and
prevention. He is an experienced educator in the realm of HIV/AIDS where he providesprevention. He is an experienced educator in the realm of HIV/AIDS where he provides
training and technical expertise to community stakeholders to build strategic partnershipstraining and technical expertise to community stakeholders to build strategic partnerships
with health departments to respond to community needs specific to HIV/AIDS. We arewith health departments to respond to community needs specific to HIV/AIDS. We are
proud to honor Gilead Sciences, Inc. and acknowledge George B. Gates with the Corporateproud to honor Gilead Sciences, Inc. and acknowledge George B. Gates with the Corporate
Partner of the Year Award.Partner of the Year Award.



"We meet them where they're at, but we don't leave them there!" 

EXPONENTS is compassionately dedicated to serving the needs of individualsEXPONENTS is compassionately dedicated to serving the needs of individuals
impacted by HIV/AIDS, substance use, incarceration, and behavioral healthimpacted by HIV/AIDS, substance use, incarceration, and behavioral health

challenges. Our MISSION is to improve health outcomes and promote overall wellnesschallenges. Our MISSION is to improve health outcomes and promote overall wellness
in our communities by delivering our servicesin our communities by delivering our services    through a client-centered, strength-through a client-centered, strength-

based approach, one that we have pioneered for over 30 years.based approach, one that we have pioneered for over 30 years.    

Improving health. Igniting hope. 













Congratulations 
Julio Medina

Exodus Transitional Community
Founder, President & CEO  

Recipient of the 
Exemplary Social Justice

Award   



Congratulations 
Julio Medina

For your lifelong mission to
restore hope and change lives of
people impacted by the justice

system.

Nora Reissig













CONGRATULATIONS
TO

JOHN TAVOLACCI
2024 RECIPIENT OF THE

INNOVATIVE
LEADERSHIP AWARD

AND OTHER HONOREES

From your friends at
 Damian Family Care Centers





We Congratulate John Tavolacci,  Julio
Medina, and Gilead Sciences  for their
inspiring efforts and years of service.













Millin Associates








